
WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
September 10, 2020 – 7:30 P.M. 

Per Governor Baker’s order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 

C. 30A §20, the meeting was held via an online Zoom Conference 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Gallivan, Mr. Buckley, Ms. Geosits, 

    Mrs. Syrek, Mrs. Denitzio, Mr. Ahern 

 

ADMINISTRATION: Superintendent Bridget A. Gough, Ed.D. 

     Assistant Superintendent William R. Hahn 

     School Business Administrator Michael V. Friscia 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The School Committee meeting was called to order at 7:33 

p.m. by School Committee Chair Nancy Gallivan. 

 

DOCUMENTS PROVIDED TO SCHOOL COMMITTEE: (These documents are 

located in School Committee Files in the Superintendent’s Office) 

1. List of Walpole High School Student Council Members and Senior Class Officers 

2. List of warrant numbers, dates and amounts 

3. Previous School Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Per Governor Baker's order suspending certain provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. 

c.30A sec. 20, the public will not be allowed to physically access this School Committee 

meeting. Members of the Public will be able to view this meeting on Walpole Media Cable 

Access the following day. Citizens with a question or comment should email 

mmortali@walpole.k12.ma.us. We will do our best to get back to you as soon as possible. 

All votes taken by the School Committee in a remote participation meeting are done via roll 

call. 

 

WALPOLE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT REPORT: 

 

Scotty Cameron, Walpole High School student representative to the School Committee, 

gave a report as follows: 

 

• He personally welcomed Mr. Ahern to the School Committee. Scotty said Ms. 

Muccini left some big shoes to follow, but he is very excited to see how Mr. Ahern 

can continue Walpole school’s pursuit for excellence. 

• Most students are very excited to be back in school two days a week. There have 

not been too many activities recently other than Freshman Orientation, which was 

Tuesday and Thursday. 

• It was great to give the freshman an opportunity to explore the school and meet their 

teachers before the official first day of school, since the school is new to them. The 

majority of the student council present at the orientations thought that the arrows 

and hallways were difficult to navigate, however, we all much prefer the one-way 

hallways to being full remote. 
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• The cross country and track teams still put on their annual Labor Day road race, 

virtually. The event was a great way to support the sports teams and every race 

participant received a t-shirt and a medal, which was nice. 

• Although this year is going to be a different year than other years, students still have 

a lot to look forward to; from the Juniors getting parking spots the days they go to 

school, to longer passing times, to all grades being able to leave study if they have it 

at the ends of the day, to just being able to see fellow students and teachers again, 

there is so much to look forward to this fall. 

• Scotty also gave a special thank you to Dr. Gough. He said since he lives with a 

superintendent, he knows how stressed and crazy it has been the past six months. 

He knows it is not easy creating a whole new school structure that still works for all 

of the students. 

 

 

RECOGNITIONS: 

 

The School Committee and Administration would like to recognize our Walpole High 

School student leaders who so willingly contribute their time and energy to our schools and 

community. We would like to thank every one of these students who have poured their 

hearts into student leadership. We value their reports, insight and many contributions. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Opening of School/Superintendent Report: Dr. Gough, Mr. Hahn and Mr. 

Friscia reported: 

 

• Dr. Gough, Mr. Hahn, and Mr. Friscia provided an update on the opening of 

schools. Staff have been participating in professional development, training, and 

collaboration to transition students back to school, which begins Monday, 

September 14th. They commended the staff, administration, and Central Office 

team for their hard work. Though it will initially look and feel different for all of us, 

we are committed to keeping our children safe and providing them with an engaging 

learning environment. By working together as a school community, we will have a 

successful school year. 

• Schools are in the process of communicating essential information for opening of 

schools. It is important for families to check their emails. Principals will attend the 

next School Committee meeting to give their opening of school reports and answer 

questions specific to their building levels. 

• Walpole High School will be running clubs that are able to follow the health and 

safety guidelines. They are in the process of compiling a list and will soon 

communicate that to the high school community. 

• At this time, the fall season is scheduled to begin on 9/21 (Fall Sports 1), which 

includes cross country, golf, swim and dive, and field hockey. This will be followed 

by the winter season, which is scheduled to begin on 11/30. Fall 2 is scheduled to 

begin on 2/22 with those sports unable to play in the earlier seasons, such as 

football, volleyball, cheer, dance, and unified basketball. Spring sports are 
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scheduled to begin on 4/26. More information will be forthcoming from the athletic 

department. 

• Parents are encouraged to read the Frequently Asked Questions that have been 

posted on the District webpage. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1. MSBA Update:   Mr. Bryan Jarvis and Mr. Tony Bonfatti of Compass Project 

Management introduced themselves and gave a project update including project design 

phase timeline, feasibility study phase overview, preliminary development plan stages and 

upcoming community forums as well as future meetings. 

 

APPROVAL OF WARRANTS AND DONATIONS: 

 

Motion: To approve the Accounts Payable Warrants stated on the list 

submitted by the Superintendent dated September 8, 2020. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes, Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes;  

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the Payroll Warrants stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated September 8, 2020. 

Moved: Mr. Ahern Second: Mrs. Denitzio   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes, Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

 

Motion: To approve the donations as stated on the list submitted by the 

Superintendent dated September 8, 2020 

Moved: Mrs. Denitzio Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes; Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

     6-0-0 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Motion: To approve the School Committee Meeting Minutes for August 27, 

2020. 

Moved: Mr. Buckley Second: Mrs. Syrek   

Roll 

Call: 

Mr. Buckley:  Yes; Ms. Geosits:  Yes, Mrs. Denitzio:  Yes; 

Mrs. Syrek:  Yes; Mr. Ahern:  Yes; Mrs. Gallivan:  Yes 

    Vote: 6-0-0, in favor 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

William J. Buckley, Jr., Vice Chairman 


